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The New Adventures of Sherlock Holmes: “The Adventure of the Musgrave Ritual”
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Cast Bios (Alphabetical by first name)
Aashna S. (Martha) is 12 years old, in 7th grade, at Maywood Middle School, and lives in Newcastle, WA.
This is her 3rd performance with Youth Theatre Northwest. She has recently participated in The Little
Mermaid Jr. (associated with YTN in conjunction with the Issaquah School District), and Radio Drama
(YTN). You can also watch her in YTN’s upcoming production of The Wizard of Oz. When Aashna has time
on her hands, she enjoys singing, baking, skiing, reading, and spending time with her family and dog. She
has had a passion for singing and acting from a very young age and loves stage presence. From her and
the whole radio drama cast and crew, enjoy the show!
Alec M. (Sherlock) is 15 years old, in 9th grade at Mercer Island High School, and lives on Mercer Island.
He is an amateur actor and voice actor in the Greater Seattle area. This performance of Sherlock Holmes
and Emma and the West will be his second radio drama production with Youth Theatre Northwest!
Recently Alec has worked on Radio Dramas such as Get a Clue (Mercer Island High School), Hitchhiker’s
Guide to the Galaxy (Youth Theatre Northwest) and Gunsmoke (Youth Theatre Northwest). His next
production will be a Shakespeare play with Mercer Island High School. Other than acting you will find
Alec reading comics, watching anime, or playing video games. Please enjoy the show and have a great
day!
Ben B. (Brunton) is 12 years old and is a 7th grader at Islander Middle School. He has been in a number
of YTN productions and has loved them all! When Ben isn’t acting, he enjoys trampoline and tumbling,
singing, archery, science, and reading. He would like to thank his mom, dad, fellow cast members, and
especially the YTN staff for making acting possible during Covid!
Claire S. (Billy) Claire is excited to be in Radio Drama for a second time, and she has had so much fun
working with the cast, directors, and team. Learning about Foley, getting to try out and learn different
dialects, it was all a terrific experience! Claire loves cacti (really, really loves cacti), baking, skateboarding,
singing, acting, dancing, and reading. Claire hopes that one day, things will be back to in-person, and
that we can bring you theater … live.
Elena K. (Rachel) is an 8th grader at Chinook Middle School who is excited to be in this production of
Radio Drama. Her previous favorite acting roles include Elsa in Frozen Jr. and the Dodecahedron in The
Phantom Tollbooth. She looks forward to live performances again in the future.

Marcus K. (Musgrave) Hello everyone! I am Marcus, and I am performing in the 2021 Radio Drama
production! I have been doing productions at Youth Theater Northwest for over half of my life, and this
is my second Radio Drama production. I hope you enjoy the show, we have been working on it for a very
long time!
Nora J. (Emma) is in 7th grade, and this is her 8th show at YTN. Some of her recent shows include Shrek,
Radio Drama 2019-2020, and The Monkey King. She is an optimist and some of her interests are
rainbows, the color pink, Avatar: The Last Airbender, emojis, and YouTube. Enjoy the show!
Rosemary T. (Kit) is a 13-year-old in 8th grade at McClure Middle School. This is her 9th production, and
her third production at Youth Theatre Northwest. She hopes you enjoy Radio Drama!
Rune S. (Sherlock) is 15 years old, and super excited to be in their 5th show here at Youth Theater
Northwest! Rune is a freshman at Lincoln High School, and in their spare time they like to read and write
fanfiction, as well as watch children’s cartoons that they’re probably too old for. They hope you enjoy
the show!
Sarah C. (Musgrave) is 13 years old, and she is in 7th grade at Lakeside School in Seattle. Sarah has done
several productions with YTN including Mary Poppins Jr, The Little Mermaid, The Monkey King, Fiddler
on the Roof, Under the Hulder’s Spell, and The Tempest. This is her first year doing Radio Drama and
she’s thrilled to work with such a great director and cast! In her free time Sarah enjoys playing soccer,
violin, boxing, baking, and playing with her dog Nelson.
Shruthi V. (Watson) is 13 years old, in 7th grade at Maywood, and lives in Newcastle. She has recently
joined YTN this past year and has already been in 5 shows!! Shruthi has enjoyed the environment and
the opportunities given. She also is very passionate about soccer as she practices almost every single day
of the week. The cast and crew have worked so hard to prepare this show for all of you, so they hope
you enjoy it as much as they did!
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Clare Bierman (Playwright) is a playwright and lyricist raised in a Japanese-Jewish home with a snake,
some rabbits, and a bunch of finches. As a performer, she’s been seen on stages across the US, and a lot
in Copenhagen for some reason. She was a cast member on Un-Scripted Theater Company’s house team
DASH in San Francisco. She also played baritone horn with San Francisco’s Burlesque Marching Band.
She is currently pursuing her MFA in Musical Theater Writing at NYU.

Joshua Vranas (Composer) is an award-winning composer, writer, and orchestrator from Richmond, VA.
Other than EMMA AND THE WEST, he is known for #SEXYGIRLS, with words by Katie Hazdovac; and
LOVE IS IN THE AIR, with book and lyrics by Daniel Arguello Elias. He has recently received the Horace W.
Goldsmith Fellowship in 2020 and the Frederick Loewe Scholarship Award from ASCAP in 2019 for his
dedication to the craft of music composition for entertainment. Currently, Joshua is studying at the NYU
Tisch Graduate Musical Theater Writing Program (Cycle 30) in New York, where he lives with his
husband and his rabbit.
Mike Lion (Director) is thrilled to be directing his first Radio Drama at YTN! Mike is the Admin Assistant
at YTN, as well as the Chaos Theory Improv coach. Outside of YTN Mike is one of the co-Artistic Directors
of Dacha Theatre in Seattle. He has spent the last year adapting to creating live theatre pieces online
and working as a streaming director on various projects. He is so pleased to be able to offer a fully
remote production opportunity to YTN students and hopes you enjoy the show.
MJ Jurgensen (Music Director, Emma and the West) is a Seattle based actor and musician who has had
the pleasure of working with YTN for several years now. Locally, MJ has performed at Village Theatre,
Seattle Repertory Theatre, Taproot Theatre, Jet City Improv, and many more. Currently, MJ is working
with the over 65 crowd bringing music and creativity to their day to day lives during the pandemic. MJ
really loves house plants and sushi and is ever so proud of this incredible group of performers.
Josh Valdez (Sound Designer/Stage Manager) is a stage manager and sound designer in the Greater
Seattle area. You may have heard his compositions in YTN’s Night of a Thousand Scares! Josh has
worked with several companies such as Pork Filled Productions, Sound Theatre, Annex Theatre, and
more! Outside of theatre, Josh also works with students in a non-profit to provide college access
support, enjoys anime, hikes, and music tech.
Heather Shannon Culver (Costume Designer) Heather is delighted to be designing Radio Drama 2021
here at Youth Theatre Northwest! This is Heather’s 16th season with YTN, and she has designed
costumes for YTN’s productions of Rescued, Men on Boats, The Monkey King, The Lion King Jr., Disney’s
Beauty and the Beast Jr., Willy Wonka Jr., Treasure Island, Seussical Jr., Robin Hood, The Neverending
Story, Animal Farm, Romeo and Juliet, Urinetown, Disney’s Sleeping Beauty and Pippi
Longstocking among others. She on staff at YTN as the Costume Shop Manager and has worked as a
seamstress and/or a costume designer around town for The Seattle Shakespeare Company, Spectrum
Dance Theatre, Taproot Theatre, and The Seagull Project among others. She sends love to Chili and
Sophie.
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